In his preface he tells us that his aim in dealing with historical characters has been "to avoid repeating their well-known history; rather to draw attention to interesting features which are usually left out of the picture". He re-evaluates many of the leading fur traders and explorers. La Vgrendrye, he once more insists, became "an explorer in spite of himself". Alexander Mackenzie's two voyages of discovery, he protests, were "but incidents" in his long career, and the "real Mackenzie was a fur-trader and organizer of the fur trade". Emphasis is placed upon the careers of the Frobishers, Peter Pond, Peter Fidler, and Duncan McGillivray. There is perhaps rather more than simple satire in Mr. Morton's remark at the conclusion of his discussion of Peter Pond and Alexander Mackenzie: "The moral is, if you wish to be famous, write a book about yourself, and be sure to leave everybody else out of the story."
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